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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

August 28, 2015 
 

Staff Report 
 

Letter of Support for the Project Described in the American River Common 
Features General Re-evaluation Report  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.0 ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Resolution No. 2015-12 which: 
 

1. Approves a Letter of Support, from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to serve as the non-Federal Sponsor for the 
Improvements described in the General Reevaluation Report for the American 
River Watershed Common Features Project. 
 

2. Delegates to the Executive Officer the authority to sign the Letter of Support in 
substantially the form attached hereto. 

 
2.0 SPONSORS 
 
Federal: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)  
State: The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 
Local:  Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA)  
 
3.0 LOCATION 
 
The American River Common Features General Re-evaluation Report study area will 
include the City of Sacramento, the Natomas Basin, levees along the left bank of the 
Natomas East main Drainage Canal, Arcade Creek, Magpie Creek, left bank of the 
Sacramento River Between RM 45.5 and RM 60 and areas along the North and South 
Banks of the American River (see Attachment A, Location Map). 
 
4.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
The primary goal of the American River Common Features General Re-evaluation 
Report (ARCF – GRR) is to identify flood risk management problems within the city of 
Sacramento and surrounding areas, Natomas Basin, along the left bank of the Natomas 
East main Drainage Canal, Arcade Creek, Magpie Creek, the left bank of the 
Sacramento River between RM 45.5 and RM 60, to analyze potential solutions to those 
problems, and to recommend a plan that satisfies the U.S Army Corps of Engineers’ 
(USACE) National Economic Development (NED) planning process and meets the 
intentions of the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan. The GRR will focus on reducing 
flood risk to private and public property of the urban areas, and the State infrastructure 
within. The resulting federally recommended project will be in accordance with State 
and Federal levee design criteria. A joint Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 
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Impact Statement under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) will be prepared with the GRR.  
 
5.0 PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
The American River Common Features Project was initiated in 1996 by Congress, 
whereby common flood risk reduction elements considered within the 1996 
Supplemental Feasibility Study were authorized through the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1996. After the 1997 flood event, the USACE Sacramento District 
realized that under-seepage (as opposed to through-seepage) was a significant concern 
throughout the entire system of levees protecting the Sacramento area. A GRR was 
underway for the Natomas area, but due to deep under-seepage issues throughout the 
entire Sacramento area, the Natomas GRR was expanded to include the entire 
Sacramento area thereby becoming the ARCF – GRR. 
 
5.1 ESTIMATED COSTS: 
 
USACE currently estimates the total cost of the GRR to be $14.9 million. Under the 
Feasibility Cost Share Agreement (FCSA) for the GRR the Non-federal cost is $7.45 
million.  
 
5.2 COST ALLOCATION: 
 
The total current estimated GRR cost includes costs for creditable work that will be 
performed by the Non-federal Sponsors. The LFCSA will establish a 50/50 cost share 
between SAFCA and the Board for the $7.45 million non-federal share of the FCSA. 
The Board and SAFCA will each be responsible for the estimated $3.7 million in non-
federal contribution. The non-federal sponsors have contributed their responsible cost 
shares for completion of the Report.  
 
5.3 PROJECT BENEFITS 
 
The primary benefits of completing the GRR which includes an LPP are: 
 

• Risk reduction delivered in a timely manner which considers potential funding 
and agency coordination constraints; 

• Systemwide improvements which are in accordance with State policy and 
engineering guidance; and 

• Establishment of a partnership with USACE which allows necessary coordination 
of State flood risk management goals outlined in the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Plan. 

 

6.0 STAFF ANALYSIS 
 
The Recommended Plan for the GRR is the Locally Preferred Plan (LPP). The LPP 
includes the construction of fix-in-place levee remediation measures to address 
seepage, slope stability, erosion, and overtopping concerns identified for the American 
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and Sacramento River Levee, NEMDC, Arcade, Dry/Robla, and Magpie Creeks. In 
addition, the LPP would reduce the need for levee raises along the Sacramento River 
and recommend Sacramento Bypass and Weir widening.  
 
To maintain the current schedule for processing the GRR, SAFCA and the Board’s 
willingness to serve as the non-federal sponsors for the project outlined in the GRR 
should be promptly communicated to the USACE.  The State is the non-Federal 
sponsor of the American River Watershed Common Features Project and will be 
expected to provide the required assurances of non-Federal cooperation should 
Congress decides to approve the plan.  The State’s willingness to provide these 
assurances needs to be communicated in a timely way to the USACE. This action is 
dependent upon the Boards approval. 
 
7.0 AUTHORIZATIONS 
 
Federal: WRDA 1999 (section 336); WRDA 1996 (Section 101); WRDA 1986 

(section 902) 
 
State:  California Water Code Section 12670.10, 12670.11, 12670.12, 12670.14, 

and 12670.16 
 
8.0 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider approval of Resolution No. 2015-12 which: 
 

1. Approves a Letter of Support, from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to serve as the non-Federal Sponsor for the 
Improvements described in the General Reevaluation Report for the American 
River Watershed Common Features Project. 
 

2. Delegates to the Executive Officer the authority to sign the Letter of Support in 
substantially the form attached hereto. 
 

9.0 LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
A. Location Maps 
B. Resolution 2015-12 
C. Draft Letter of Support  
D. Current Feasibility Cost Share Agreement (FCSA) 
E. Current Local Feasibility Cost Share Agreement (LFCSA) 
F. PowerPoint Presentation*  

 
Attachments in development to be presented at the August 28, 2015 Board Meeting 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-12 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LETTER OF SUPPORT  
BE SENT TO THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS  

INDICATING THE CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD’S  
SUPPORT 

FOR THE PROJECT DESCRIBED  
IN THE GENERAL REEVALUATION REPORT 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) and the Central 
Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) are the non-Federal Sponsors of the American River 
Common Features Project and are cooperating with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
in preparing a general reevaluation report which will recommend a significant expansion of the 
project along the Sacramento and American Rivers and their tributaries, initially authorized by 
Congress in 1996; and 

 
WHEREAS, construction along the American River and Natomas Cross Canal, 

authorized by the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996 and 1999, has been 
underway since 1998 under the Project Cooperation Agreement between the Central Valley 
Flood Protection Board and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the American River Common 
Features Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, SAFCA intends to initiate additional levee improvement projects to the 
Water Resource Development Act authorization along the American and Sacramento Rivers and 
their tributaries through the State Urban Flood Risk Reduction Program to achieve the minimum 
federal 100-year and State 200-year level of flood protection for urban areas in the region; and 

 
WHEREAS, in addition to the completed GRR, USACE is requesting a Letter of 

Support expressing the Board’s intent to serve as a non-Federal Sponsor of the project described 
in the GRR; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 20, 2015, SAFCA passed Resolution 2015-XXX expressing 

their intent to serve as a local sponsor of the project described in the GRR; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Board participation is authorized under Water Code section 12670.12. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board: 
  
 

1. Approves a Letter of Support, from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, to serve as the non-Federal Sponsor for the improvements 
described in the General Reevaluation Report for the American River Watershed 
Common Features Project.  
 

2. Delegates to the Executive Officer the authority to sign the Letter of Support in 
substantially the form attached hereto.  

 
 

 
BY: _________________________ Date: _________________ 
William H. Edger 
President 
 
 
BY: ______________________________ Date: _________________ 
Board Secretary 
 
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Robin Brewer 
Staff Counsel 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                  EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. 151       
SACRAMENTO, CA  95821 
(916) 574-0609  FAX: (916) 574-0682 
PERMITS: (916) 574-2380  FAX: (916) 574-0682 

 
 
Colonel Michael J. Farrell 
District Engineer 
Sacramento District 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814-2922 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for the General Reevaluation Report for the American River 
Common Features Project 
 
Dear Colonel Farrell: 
 
With this Letter of Support, The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) confirms its 
intent to participate with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) as the Non-Federal 
Sponsor with the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) on the project described in 
the General Reevaluation Report for American River Watershed Common Features Project 
currently in preparation.  
 
The Board conditionally supports this proposed Federal Authorization, which intends to reduce 
the flood risk along the Lower American River, Sacramento River, and their tributaries. 
 
The Board approved this Letter of Support at its August 28, 2015 meeting. SAFCA has also 
confirmed their support and intent to participate as a local Non-Federal Sponsor by way of a 
resolution, which was approved by SAFCA’s Board on August 20, 2015 (attached). 
 
Please note that this Letter of Intent is not an obligation of future appropriations of State funds 
by the State Legislature. We look forward to working with the USACE and SAFCA on this 
critically important project. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 653-5434 
or Leslie.Gallagher@water.ca.gov, or your staff may contact Michael Sabbaghian, Chief Flood 
Risk Reduction Projects Branch, at (916) 574-1404 or Michael.Sabbaghian@water.ca.gov.   
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Leslie Gallagher Acting Executive Officer 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
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Cc: 
 
SAFCA 
Richard M. Johnson 
Pete Ghelfi 
 
USACE SPK 
Dan Tibbitts 
Alicia Kirchner 
Nicole Ortega-Jewell 
 
DWR 
Eric Koch 
Robert E. Scarborough 
Ajala Ali 
 
CVFPB 
Len Marino 
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