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1977 Emergency Barriers 
•37 years ago 
•California’s population  

•22 million then (1977).   
•38 million now (2014).   

•The ’76-77 barriers helped: 
•Delta farmers 
•City of Antioch 
•City of Tracy 
•Contra Costa Water 
District 
•Export water users 

  
 



Proposed Emergency Drought 
Barriers for 2014 

• Sutter Slough 

• Steamboat 
Slough 

 

 

 

 

• False River 



Steamboat Slough Emergency Drought 
Barrier 

Sutter Island  
Project Levee 

  

Grand Island  
Project Levee 



Sutter Slough Emergency Drought 
Barrier  

Sutter Island  
Project Levee 

Netherlands  
(RD-999)  
Project Levee 



Steamboat and Sutter EDB 

• Small waterways 

• Mineral soil foundations 

• Contain water passage and fish passage 
features 

• DWR is handling EDB construction 

• DWR is coordinating permits 

– Will file CVFPB application 

– 404/408 



False River Emergency Drought Barrier 
Bradford Island  
Levee  

Jersey Island Levee 



False River EDB  

• RDs Preparing their Levees with State funding 

• Obtaining all necessary permits 

• Contracting levee work 

 

• DWR Contractor build EDB 

• Reinforce levees with sheet piles 

• Connect EDB to levees  



Drought Response: 
Emergency Drought Barriers in the 

Delta  

• Barriers will: 

– Extend the beneficial use of stored water. 

– Allow the State to meet commitments to cities 
and farms inside the Delta and, also, in areas 
receiving Delta water. 

 

• Questions? 


