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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

Staff Report—Central Valley Flood Protection Board Acquisitions and Utility 
Relocations 

Pacific Gas and Electric Grant of Easement 
(By:  Delia Grijalva) 

 
1.0-ITEM 
 
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) is requesting a permanent non-exclusive easement for 
the purpose of ingress and egress as part of the West Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency (WSAFCA) Early Implementation Program project over property held in fee-title 
by Sacramento San Joaquin Drainage District (SSJDD) acting by and through the 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) in Yolo County.  
 
2.0-BACKGROUND 
 
In November of 2006, California voters passed Proposition 1E to make funds available 
to Local Agencies for flood protection work.  WSAFCA entered into an agreement with 
the Department of Water Resources (DWR) making DWR a cost-sharing partner in the 
flood protection work being completed by WSAFCA in 2011.  Part of the project required 
the relocation of a PG&E pole line.   
 
With the relocation of the pole line, it is necessary for PG&E to continue to access the 
pole line.  WSAFCA was issued an encroachment permit (EP) by the Board at the May 
Board meeting for the work to be performed on the south levee of the Sacramento 
Bypass.  The EP application noted the need to relocate the PG&E pole line outside of 
the 10’ maintenance road at the landside toe of the south levee.  Board staff issued a 
Letter of Authorization to PG&E for the removal of the existing pole line and relocation 
of said pole line. 
 
In 1924, the Board (then Reclamation Board), in agreement with Reclamation District 
Number 537, allowed the top of the South Levee of the Sacramento Bypass to be used 
as a public road.  It became known as County Road 127.  In 1996, Yolo County vacated 
County Road 127, with the following conditions:  all public utility easements recorded 
and/or unrecorded are excepted from this vacation; and operators of contiguous 
property shall be reserved and excepted from this vacation.  Over the last few decades, 
PG&E has been accessing the pole line in its current location over what was County 
Road 127.   



Consent Item – Resolution 11-21                                                                                                   Agenda Item No. 8(F) 

 

3.0-DESCRIPTION 
 
In order for PG&E to maintain facilities within the relocated easement area, PG&E 
requires access from Harbor Boulevard located east of the south levee of the 
Sacramento Bypass.  SSJDD, acting by and through the Board, is the fee-title owner of 
the south levee of the Sacramento Bypass.  PG&E’s use of the east portion of the south 
levee of the Sacramento Bypass will not interfere with SSJDD’s nor the maintenance 
agency’s use of the levee for flood control purposes.  Standard reservations in the 
Easement Deed protecting the Board’s ability to perform flood fighting and any other 
associated activities will be made.  Review of the final Easement Deed by the Executive 
Officer and counsel will occur prior to execution of said Easement Deed. 
 
4.0-STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board approve Resolution Number 11-21 which approves the 
conveyance of a permanent non-exclusive access easement from the Sacramento San 
Joaquin Drainage District to Pacific Gas and Electric and delegates to the Board 
Executive Officer the authority to execute the Easement Deed and any associated 
documents needed for this real estate transaction. 
 
5.0-LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Location Map 
B. Engineering drawing 
C. Resolution 11-21 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 
THE CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 

 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 11-21 

 
AUTHORIZES EXECUTION OF  

AN ACCESS EASEMENT DEED TO 
PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC 

 
 WHEREAS, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) recognizes the necessity of Pacific Gas 
and Electric (PG&E) to maintain access to the PG&E Electric Transmission Easement located adjacent to 
property held in fee by the Sacramento San Joaquin Drainage District (SSJDD) acting by and through the 
Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the south levee of the Sacramento Bypass served as Yolo County 
Road 127; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the use of said County Road by PG&E occurred over several 
decades in order for PG&E to access an Electric Transmission Easement located at the landside toe of the 
levee; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Board recognizes the necessity of the PG&E pole line relocation due to improvements 
to flood control facilities as part of the West Sacramento Flood Control Agency’s Early Implementation 
Program project on the South Levee of the Sacramento Bypass; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Water Resources staff recommends the Board delegate to the Board 
Executive Officer the authority to execute a Deed conveying a 20’ wide permanent non-exclusive access 
easement to PG&E for access purposes located within portions of property held in fee-title by SSJDD, acting 
by and through the Board, identified as Yolo County Assessor’s Parcel Number 042-280-016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the granting of access rights to PG&E will not interfere with the 
maintenance and operation of existing and future Flood Control Works; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Board staff will review the final location of the easement prior to the execution and 
conveyance in order to ensure the access rights do not interfere with the board’s current or anticipated use of 
the property. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board: 
 
1. Approves the conveyance of a permanent non-exclusive access easement of a portion of a fee-title 

owned parcel held by SSJDD, acting by and through the Board, identified as Yolo County Assessor’s 
Parcel No. 042-280-016 to PG&E for the purpose of ingress and egress to an electric transmission 
easement. 
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  Attachment C 

 
2. Delegates to the Board Executive Officer the authority to approve the final location and execute said 

Easement Deed along with any associated documents necessary for the real estate transaction. 
 

  
 
  Date: 
 
 
 
 
  Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 
 
 
 
BY   ______________________________________ 

Jeremy Goldberg, Staff Counsel 

 
 
THE CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION 
BOARD OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
By _____________________________________ 

Jay Punia, Executive Officer 
 
 
By ______________________________________ 

Francis I. Hodgkins, Secretary
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