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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
December 2nd, 2011 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

City of Madera Parks Department 
Fresno River Bike Path Schnoor Bridge Undercrossing, Madera County 

 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No. 18687.  (Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
City of Madera Parks Department 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located within the Fresno River Designated Floodway in the City of 
Madera at the North Schnoor Fresno River Bridge at Designated Floodway River Mile 
3.13.  (Fresno River, Madera County, see Attachments A-1 through A-6) 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
The proposed project includes the construction of a bike pathway along the north and  
south banks of the Fresno River at the north and south ends of the North Schnoor 
Bridge as part of the North Schnoor Fresno River Bridge Undercrossing. The structural 
section of the undercrossing has been designed as a 10-ft wide path with 12-in retaining 
walls and cut-off wall foundations on both or one side and retaining wall on the other 
side. 
 
 
5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Construction of the bike paths under the North Schnoor Bridge will provide a safe 
crossing and will eliminate conflicts between bicyclists/pedestrians and motor vehicles 
at North Schnoor Avenue for persons using both the north and south bike paths.  
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5.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
The project as proposed does not compromise the hydraulic capacity of the Fresno 
River. 
 
5.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
The scope of work for this project does not require a geotechnical analysis. 
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• Madera County endorsement without conditions.  
 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 208.10 comment letter has been received 
and is attached to Attachment B as Exhibit A.  

 
 
7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA determination: 
 
The Board, as a responsible agency under CEQA, has reviewed Negative Declaration 
(SCH Number: 2011031011, March 2011) for the Fresno River Trail System 
Undercrossing at Schnoor Avenue Bridge Project prepared by the lead agency, the City 
of Madera. These documents, including project design, may be viewed or downloaded 
from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board website at 
http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2011/12-02-2011.cfm under a link for this agenda 
item. These documents are also available for review in hard copy at the Board and City 
of Madera offices. 
 
The City of Madera has determined that the project would not have a significant effect 
on the environment and approved the project on April 6, 2011 with Resolution 11-85 
and filed a Notice of Determination on April 22, 2011 with the State Clearinghouse and 
the Madera County Clerk. Board staff finds that the project will not have a significant 
effect on the environment. 
 
 
 

http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2011/12-02-2011.cfm�
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8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 

 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by the 

executive officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible 
scientific issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control: 
 

The bike paths will not compromise the integrity of the Fresno River Designated 
Floodway, therefore there will be no effect on the State Plan of Flood Control. 

 
4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 

in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 
 

As proposed this project will not be affected by changes in hydrology, climate, and 
development within the applicable watershed. 

 
 
9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board adopt the CEQA findings, approve the permit and 
direct Executive Officer to file a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse. 
 
 
10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps and Photos 
B. Draft Permit No. 18687 with 208.10 
C. Design Drawings 
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D. District Endorsement 
 
 
Design Review:  Gary W. Lemon P.E. 
Environmental Review:  James Herota / Andrea Mauro 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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