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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
September 23, 2011 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

Buena Vista Water Storage District 
Gravity Feed Water Pipeline, Kern River, Kern County 

 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No. 18675 (See Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
Buena Vista Water Storage District 
P.O. Box 756 
Buttonwillow, CA 93206 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located within the Kern River Designated Floodway at river mile 97.30 
and is approximately four miles North West of Tupman, California.  See Attachments A-
1 thru A-10 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
To install a reinforced 78-inch diameter, approximately 1,510 foot long concrete 
pipeline, crossing under the Kern River Flood Control Channel, 6 feet below the surface.  
See Attachments C-1 thru C-4. 
 
 
5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The installation of the pipeline will facilitate the transfer of water from the California 
Aqueduct to the West Side Canal for use by the Buena Vista Water Storage District. 
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5.1 – HYDRAULIC ANALYSIS 
 
The project as proposed will not have a hydraulic impact on the Kern River Designated 
Floodway so therefore a hydraulic impact report is not relevant. 
 
 
5.2 – GEOTECHNICAL ANALYSIS 
 
A geotechnical and seismic analysis has been performed on data developed at the 
proposed site and the analysis was used in the project design.  The geotechnical 
investigation revealed no anomalies that would necessitate variation from ASTM 
standards.  The seismic investigation found that the project is not within an Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone and therefore the project would fall within standard 
seismic design parameters.  
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
• There is no maintaining agency therefore an endorsement is not applicable. 

 
• A favorable U. S. Army Corps of Engineers recommendation letter has been 

received for this application and has been incorporated into Attachment B as Exhibit 
A. 

 
 
7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA findings: 
 
The Board, as a responsible agency under CEQA, has reviewed Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (SCH Number: 2010081076, August 2010) and Mitigation 
Monitoring, and Reporting Program for the BV8 State Water Project Turnout prepared 
by the lead agency, the Buena Vista Water storage District. These documents, including 
project design, may be viewed or downloaded from the Central Valley Flood Protection 
Board website at http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2011/9-23-2011.cfm under a link for 
this agenda item. These documents are also available for review in hard copy at the 
Board and the Buena Vista Water Storage District offices. 
 
The Buena Vista Water Storage District has determined that the project would not have 
a significant effect on the environment filed a Notice of Determination on October 12, 

http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2011/9-23-2011.cfm�
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2010 with the State Clearinghouse.  Board staff finds that although the proposed project 
could have a potentially significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or 
agreed to by the project proponent. The project proponent has incorporated mandatory 
mitigation measures into the project plans to avoid identified impacts or to mitigate such 
impacts to a point where no significant impacts will occur. These mitigation measures 
are included in the project proponent’s Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
and address impacts to biological resources and cultural resources. The description of 
the mitigation measures are further described in the adopted Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program. 
 
 
8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 
 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by the 

executive officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible 
scientific issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control: 
 

The proposed project will have no adverse effects on the State Plan of Flood 
Control. 

 
4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 

in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 
 

Future changes in hydrology caused by climate change could result in the need to 
remove and redesign the project if precipitation and water levels raise necessitating 
floodway boundary modifications. 
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9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board adopt the CEQA Findings, approve Permit No. 18675 
and direct the Executive Officer to take the necessary actions to execute the permit and 
to file a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse. 
 
 
10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps and Photos 
B. Draft Permit No. 18678 with Exhibit A 
C. Design Drawings 

 
Design Review:  Sterling Sorenson 
Environmental Review:  James Herota and Andrea Mauro 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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