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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
January 28, 2011 

Staff Report – USACE Project Transfer 

 
American River Common Features (Remaining Sites) WRDA 1996 Contract 1 (Site 

R4), Sacramento County 
 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Resolution No. 10-45 to accept completed American River 
Common Features Project from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and 
transfer operation and maintenance responsibility to the Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency (SAFCA). 
 
2.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located approximately 250 feet south of the Strong Ranch Pump Station 
and 1,330 feet northwest of the Northrop Avenue west terminus as measured along the 
American River Bike Trail in Sacramento County. 
 
3.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
American River Common Features Project, as authorized by the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1996 (WRDA 1996), consists of strengthening of 8.9 miles of the 
right (north) bank and 10.6 miles of the left (south) bank of the American River levee, 
and 12.1 miles of the Sacramento River east levee and some berm raising. Eighteen 
"windows" were left during the initial construction of the slurry walls along the American 
River.  These windows exist near bridge abutments, deep underground utility lines and 
under low overhead utility lines along both the right and left bank levees. These 
windows are designated with either an "L" for left bank and "R" for right bank. The 
subsequent number designates its ordered position relative to the other similar project 
locations. This turnover letter is for site R4 only. 
 
The work associated with Site R4 includes the installation of a reinforced concrete 
drainage channel outlet wall keyed into the existing slurry wall.  
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4.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
4.1 – Project Background  
 
1. The USACE, with DWR and SAFCA as local sponsors, completed construction at 

Site R4 on September 1, 2009.  The project work was performed under a California 
Environmental Quality Act Categorical Exemption, filed April 14, 2008 (State 
Clearinghouse Number 2008048211). 
 

2. The USACE sent a letter, dated July 1, 2010 (Attachment A), alerting the Board that 
it is transferring the recently completed portion of work (Site R4) performed under 
the authority of WRDA 1996 and providing a turnover package which included the 
amendments to the Operation and Maintenance Manual (Attachment B) and the As-
Built Drawings (Attachment C).  
 

3. SAFCA, in a letter dated January 19, 2011(Attachment D), notified the Board of the 
assurance of their acceptance of the completion of construction of Site R4, and its 
desire to accept operation and maintenance responsibility for said completed 
construction. 

 
4.2 – Project Design Review  
 
The project design and construction work was monitored by DWR staff throughout the 
project.  The As-Built Drawings and the revisions to the Operation and Maintenance 
Manual were also reviewed by DWR staff. 
 
The construction was completed in accordance with American River Common Features 
WRDA 1996 Remaining Sites Contract I (Site R4), Specification Number 1593, Design 
File Number 104-0514, Contract Number W91238-09-D-0020. As-Built Drawings and 
revisions to the Operation and Maintenance Manual are attached. Also, a copy of the 
"Written Notice of Acceptance of Completed Work" (Attachment E) is included as 
required by the Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA). 
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5.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board adopt Resolution No. 10-45, which constitutes the 
Board’s written findings and decision.  The Resolution contains the following 
recommended actions: 
 

1. Approves the acceptance of the completed American River Common 
Features (Remaining Sites) WRDA 1996 Contract 1 (Site R4) from the 
USACE and authorizes Board Staff to issue a letter to the USACE 
(Attachment F) informing them of the same. 
 

2. Approves the transfer of the operation and maintenance responsibility of 
the completed American River Common Features (Remaining Sites) 
WRDA 1996 Contract 1 (Site R4) to SAFCA and authorizes Board Staff to 
issue a letter to SAFCA (Attachment G) informing them of the same. 
 

3. Delegates to the Board Executive Officer the authority to sign the letters to 
the USACE and SAFCA. 

5.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Resolution 10-45 
B. Transfer Letter from USACE (Dated July 1, 2010) 
C. Amendment to Operation and Maintenance Manual – American River Flood 

Control Project 
D. American River Common Features (Remaining Sites) WRDA 1996 Contract 1 

(Site R4) – As-Built Drawings 
E. Letter from SAFCA accepting O&M responsibility for Site R4 (January 19, 2011) 
F. Written Notice of Acceptance of Completed Work  
G. Letter to be sent to USACE acknowledging transfer of Site R4 (Dated January 

28, 2011) 
H. Letter to be sent to SAFCA transferring Operation and Maintenance responsibility 

to SAFCA (Dated January 28, 2011) 
 
 
Design Review:  Jason Sidley 
Environmental Review:  Environmental Staff Assigned 
Document Review:  Kent Zenobia, Dan Fua 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

THE CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
 

RESOLUTION NUMBER: 10-45 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF AMERICAN RIVER COMMON FEATURES REMAINING SITES 
CONTRACT 1 (SITE R4) FROM THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND 

TRANSFER OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 
SACRAMENTO AREA FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY (SAFCA) 

 WHEREAS, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) has entered into a 
Project Cooperation Agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Contract Number B81560, dated 9/9/1998, to cost share funding for the 
American River Common Features Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has entered into a Local Project Cooperation Agreement 
(LPCA) with SAFCA, Contract Number B81559/165946, dated 9/9/1998, to cost share 
funding for the local share of the American River Common Features Project; and  

WHEREAS, the LPCA identified SAFCA as the Local Maintaining Agency (LMA) 
for the American River Common Features Project; and 

WHEREAS, construction of Site R4 was completed by the USACE in accordance 
with American River Common Features Water Resources Development Act 1996 – 
Remaining Sites Contract 1, Specification Number 1593, Design File Number 1-04-
0514, Contract Number W91238-09-D-0020; and 

WHEREAS, the USACE, in a letter to the Board, dated July 1, 2010, has notified 
the Board of the completion of construction of Site R4, and its desire to turn over to the 
Board such work, as completed, for operation and maintenance; and 

WHEREAS, the LPCA states that the Board shall turn completed projects from 
USACE over to SAFCA for operation and maintenance; and  

WHEREAS, SAFCA, in a letter dated January 19, 2011, has notified the Board of 
the assurance of their acceptance of the completion of construction of Section R4, and 
their desire to accept operation and maintenance responsibility for said completed 
construction. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Board: 

1. Approves the acceptance of the completed American River Common 
Features (Remaining Sites) WRDA 1996 Contract 1 (Site R4) from the 
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USACE and authorizes Board Staff to issue a letter to the USACE 
informing them of the same. 
 

2. Approves the transfer of the operation and maintenance responsibility of 
the completed American River Common Features (Remaining Sites) 
WRDA 1996 Contract 1 (Site R4) to SAFCA and authorizes Board Staff to 
issue a letter to SAFCA informing them of the same. 
 

3. Delegates to the Board Executive Officer the authority to sign the letters to 
the USACE and SAFCA. 

 

BY: ______________________    Date: ______________________ 
       Benjamin F. Carter 
       President                               
 
BY: ______________________    Date: ______________________ 
       Francis Hodgkins 
       Secretary                               
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jeremy Goldberg 
Staff Counsel 
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Attachment G - Letter to be sent to USACE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                  EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. 151       
SACRAMENTO, CA  95821 
(916) 574-0609  FAX: (916) 574-0682 
PERMITS: (916) 574-0685  FAX: (916) 574-0682 
 
 
January 28, 2011 
 
Colonel William J. Leady 
District Engineer 
Sacramento District 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814-2922 
 
Dear Colonel Leady, 
 
In your July 1, 2010 letter to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board), the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers transferred the recently completed portion of work (R4) of the American 
River Common Features Project to the Board, performed under the authority of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1996 (WRDA 1996).  Site R4 is located approximately 250 feet 
south of the Strong Ranch Slough Pump Station.  You advised us that the work meets the 
requirements of the existing Operation and Maintenance Manual, American River – Part No. 1, 
Levee Construction from Carmichael Bluffs Downstream 8.3 miles.  We understand that the 
work was completed in accordance with the original plans and specifications.  We acknowledge 
receipt of As-Built Drawings and will forward a copy to the Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency (SAFCA). We acknowledge that the Corps has provided additions and revisions to the 
existing Operation and Maintenance Manual and that these additions and revisions are to be 
incorporated into our copies of the Operation and Maintenance Manual. 
 
The Board, on behalf of the State of California, accepted the completed portion of work at its 
January 28, 2011 meeting and transferred the operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, 
and rehabilitation of Site R4 work to SAFCA.   
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Kent Zenobia, Project Delivery Branch Chief, at 
(916) 574-2639. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Jay Punia 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: (Please see attached list of cc’s) 
 
 



Colonel William J. Leady 
January 28, 2010 
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cc: Mr. Randy Olsen, Chief   
 Readiness Branch     
 Sacramento District     
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers    
 1325 J Street 
 Sacramento, California  95814-2922 
 
 Mr. Richard Johnson, Interim Executive Director 
 Sacramento Area Flood District 
 1007 7th Street 
 Sacramento, California  95814 
 



Attachment H - Letter to be sent to SAFCA 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY                  EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. 151       
SACRAMENTO, CA  95821 
(916) 574-0609  FAX: (916) 574-0682 
PERMITS: (916) 574-0685  FAX: (916) 574-0682 
 
 
January 28, 2011 
 
Mr. Richard Johnson 
Interim Executive Director 
Sacramento Area Flood Control District 
1007 7th Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson, 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has recently completed the portion of work (R4) 
of the American River Common Features Project, performed under the authority of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1996 (WRDA 1996).  Richard Johnson, Interim Executive 
Director for the Sacramento Area Flood Control District (SAFCA) sent a letter dated January 
19, 2011 to Kent Zenobia, Department of Water Resources, Project Delivery Branch Chief, 
which provided assurance of acceptance for the completed portion of work.  The USACE has 
transferred the completed portion to the State of California for operation and maintenance (see 
enclosed letter).  At its January 28, 2011 meeting, on behalf of the State of California, The 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board accepted the completed portion of work. 
 
The Board hereby transfers the completed portion of work (R4) of the American River Common 
Features Project to SAFCA for operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and rehabilitation.  
The USACE has advised the Board that the completed portion of work meets the requirements 
of the existing Operation and Maintenance Manual, American River – Part No. 1, Levee 
Construction from Carmichael Bluffs Downstream 8.3 miles.  The USACE has provided 
additions and revisions to the existing O&M Manual and that these additions and revisions are 
to be incorporated into your copies of the Operation and Maintenance Manual.  SAFCA will 
perform operation and maintenance in accordance with the amended Operation and 
Maintenance Manual.  As-Built Drawings are enclosed.  
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Kent Zenobia, Project Delivery Branch Chief, at 
(916) 574-2639. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Jay S. Punia 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: (Please see attached list) 



Mr. Richard Johnson  
January 28, 2011 
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cc: Colonel William J. Leady, P.E.     

District Engineer      
 Sacramento District       
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers    
 1325 J Street       
 Sacramento, California 95814-2922   
 
 Mr. Randy Olsen, Chief Readiness Section 
 Sacramento District 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 1325 J Street 
 Sacramento, California  95814-2922 
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