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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
September 26, 2014 

Staff Report 

South Sutter Water District 
Pleasant Grove Canal Fish Screen Project, Placer County 

 
 
1.0 – REQUESTED ITEM 

Consider approval of Draft Permit No. 18968 (Attachment B).  

2.0 – APPLICANT 

South Sutter Water District  

3.0 – PROJECT LOCATION 

The project is located southwest of the intersection of South Doud Road and Aiken 
Road in Lincoln, California.  (Auburn Ravine and Pleasant Grove Creek Canal, 
Placer County, see Attachment A). 

4.0 – PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant proposes to install two 14-feet wide cone fish screens supported on 
two (2) 15-feet by 15-feet steel plates and three (3) 12-inch steel piles connected to 
two (2) 48-inch steel pipes to convey screened water from Auburn Ravine into 
Pleasant Grove Creek Canal; installation of a power pole on the south bank of 
Pleasant Grove Creek Canal and installation of approximately 830-feet of a 2-inch 
conduit along the north bank of Pleasant Grove Creek Canal to provide electrical 
power to the fish screens.    

5.0 – AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD 

California Water Code § 8534, 8590 – 8610.5, and 8700 – 8710 

California Code of Regulations Title 23 (Title 23) 

• § 6, Need for a Permit 

• § 112, Streams Regulated and Non-permissible Work Periods 

• § 123, Pipelines, Conduits and Utility Lines  
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6.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 

The proposed project will replace an existing flashboard dam and gravity diversion 
with a state-of-the-art fish protection screen.  The proposed two 48-inch pipes will 
divert water from Auburn Ravine into Pleasant Grove Creek Canal (“Canal”).  The 
applicant (SSDW) holds several post-1914 appropriative water rights from the State 
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB).  License No. 11121 authorizes the 
diversion of water from East Side Canal, Coon Creek, Marham Ravine and Auburn 
Ravine.  Power to the site will be provided by PG&E by installing a new power pole 
and running a 2-inch conduit to the fish screen control pad area.  Maintenance of the 
fish screens can be accomplished by accessing them via the existing embankment 
road along the intake canal.  The proposed project is consistent with applicable 
standards from Title 23.             

6.2 – Hydraulic Summary 

No hydraulic analysis was required for the proposed project because the 
installation of the piles is considered insignificant.   

6.3 – Geotechnical Summary 

The proposed project does not affect any federal/non-federal levees.  However, all 
earthwork activities necessary for the construction of the project will be performed 
in compliance with Draft Permit No. 18968 and applicable Title 23 technical 
standards.  

7.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS 

The comments and endorsements associated with the project are as follows: 
• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Sacramento District non-fed 

comment letter was received for this application on August 26, 2014.  The 
letter indicates that the USACE District Engineer has no comments or 
recommendations regarding flood control because the proposed work does 
not affect a federally constructed project.  The letter is incorporated into the 
permit as Exhibit A.   

• Reclamation District 1001 endorsed the project without any conditions on May 
28, 2014 (Attachment C). 
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8.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS 

Board staff has prepared the following California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) determination:  

The Board, as a responsible agency under CEQA, has reviewed the Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) (SCH Number: 2014052092, May 
2014), and Mitigation Measures for the Pleasant Grove Canal Fish Screen Project 
prepared by the lead agency, South Sutter Water District.  These documents, 
including project design, may be viewed or downloaded from the Central Valley 
Flood Protection Board website at http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2014/09-26-
2014.cfm under a link for this agenda item.  These documents are also available 
for review in hard copy at the Board and the Placer County offices. 

South Sutter Water District determined that the project would not have a significant 
effect on the environment on July 31, 2014 and adopted Resolution 2014-08. 
Subsequently, a Notice of Determination was filed on August 8, 2014 with the 
Placer County Clerk.  The Board finds that although the proposed project could 
have a potentially significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by 
or agreed to by the project proponent. The project proponent has incorporated 
mandatory mitigation measures into the project plans to avoid identified impacts or 
to mitigate such impacts to a point where no significant impacts will occur.  These 
mitigation measures are included in the project proponent's IS/MND and address 
impacts to biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazardous 
materials, hydrology and water quality. The description of the mitigation measures 
are further described in the adopted IS/MND. 

The documents and other materials which constitute the record of the Central 
Valley Flood Board’s proceedings in this matter are in the custody of Leslie 
Gallagher, Acting Executive Officer, Central Valley Flood Protection Board, 3310 El 
Camino Ave., Rm. 151, Sacramento, California 95821. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2014/09-26-2014.cfm
http://www.cvfpb.ca.gov/meetings/2014/09-26-2014.cfm
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9.0 – CALIFORNIA WATER CODE § 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 

• Evidence that the CVFPB admits into its record from any party, State or local 
public agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or 
flood plain management: 

 The CVFPB has considered all the evidence presented in this matter, 
including the applications for Permit No. 18968, all supporting technical 
documentation provided by the applicant.  

• The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by 
the executive officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise 
credible scientific issues. 

The accepted industry standards for the work covered under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit.   

• Effects of the decision on the facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control, and 
consistency of the proposed project with the Central Valley Flood Protection 
Plan as adopted by CVFPB Resolution 2012-25 on June 29, 2012: 

There will be no adverse effects to the State Plan of Flood Control as a result 
of this project.  The project improves the previous use of the project site and 
will be maintained by the Applicant.      

• Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, 
changes in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable 
watershed: 

There are no impacts to the proposed project from reasonable projected 
future events because the proposed work is an improvement to existing water 
usage/diversion from the canal.   

10.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Board staff recommends that the Board: 

• Adopt the CEQA findings; 

• Approve Draft Encroachment Permit No. 18968 (in substantially the form 
provided); and 

• Direct the Executive Officer to take the necessary actions to execute the 
permit and file a Notice of Determination pursuant to CEQA with the State 
Clearinghouse. 
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1.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

A – Project Vicinity, Location Maps and photos 

B – Draft Permit No. 18968 

 Exhibit A – USACE Comment Letter (dated August 26, 2014) 

C – Reclamation District 1001 endorsement (dated May 28, 2014) 

D – Design Plans 
 
 
Prepared by: Angeles Caliso, Water Resources Engineer 
Document Review: Mitra Emami, Permitting Section Chief  
 Andrea Buckley, Senior Environmental Scientist 
 Len Marino, Chief Engineer 
Legal Review Debbie Smith, Counsel 







South Sutter Water District Pleasant Grove Canal 

Picture 1 and 2:  Mouth of Pleasant Grove Canal  where screens will be installed.  Pictures taken on April 15, 2011. 

Picture 3 and 4:  Pleasant Grove Canal  during non-irrigation.  Pictures taken on April 15, 2011. 

Picture 5:  Auburn Ravine. Picture taken on April 15, 
2011. 
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