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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
February 22, 2013 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

Goose Club Farms North 
Removal of Alluvium and Woody Vegetation 

Sutter County 
 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No. 15526-1 (Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
Goose Club Farms North 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The Goose Club Farms North alluvium and woody vegetation removal project is a 
reclamation project located within the southern reaches of the Sutter Bypass (Bypass).  
The site is located 4.36 miles east of Robins CA, 3 miles south of the Kirkville Road 
crossing of the Bypass, and is adjacent to Feather River Mile 6.75. 
(Sutter Bypass, Sutter County, see Attachment A) 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
The applicant proposes to perform site grading and to remove sand, silt, (alluvium) as 
well as trees and brush to reclaim the land for farming within the Bypass. 
 
 
5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The proposed reclamation project will restore the lower Bypass to pre -1986 conditions 
allowing for the resumption of agricultural uses of the land.  During the floods of 1986, 
an abandoned railroad embankment separating the Feather River from the Bypass 
breached at two locations at Feather River Channel Miles 5.0 and 6.75.  The breaches 
allowed large amounts of alluvium to be deposited within the Bypass. 
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In the spring of 1990, Mr. James Taylor, the owner of Goose Club Farms and the 
property within the Bypass on which the alluvium was deposited, applied for a 
Reclamation Board Permit for the purpose of reclaiming his farmland.  A Board Permit 
(15526) was issued on October 22, 1990. 
 
In 1991 Mr. Taylor began reclaiming his property and continued doing so until 2002 
when all Goose Club Farms property was sold to its current owner, Mr. Dane Lowry. 
In March 2012 Mr. Lowry applied for a Board Permit to continue the reclamation project 
initiated by Mr. Taylor. 
 
Between 1986 and 2013, large amounts of woody vegetation have accumulated on site 
(see Site Photos A-9 and A-10) which made alluvium removal difficult.  The updated 
permit application will allow the current owner to continue reclaiming the land for 
agriculture by removing unwanted alluvium deposits, woody vegetation, and debris.  
This activity is a benefit to the flood control project. 
 
The proposed project conforms to all Title 23 Standards. 
 
5.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
The proposed project will restore the lower Bypass to its pre-1986 capacity as a flood 
control entity. 
 
5.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
The proposed project does not involve any levees; therefore a geotechnical analysis 
was not required. 
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• There is no local maintaining agency in the project area. 
 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 208.10 comment letter has not been 
received for this application.  Staff anticipates receipt of a letter indicating that 
the USACE District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to 
conditions. Upon receipt of the letter, staff will review to ensure conformity with 
the permit language and incorporate it into the permit as Exhibit A. 
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7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA Findings: 
 
The Board has determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under a 
Class 4 Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 15304) covering minor 
alterations to land. 
 
 
8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 
 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science related to the scientific issues presented by the executive 

officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible scientific 
issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control: 
 

The proposed reclamation project restores to pre -1986 conditions the functionality 
of a portion the Flood Control Project Works and therefore retains the viability of the 
State Plan of Flood Control. 
 

4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 
in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 

 
There will be no effects to the proposed project from reasonable projected future 
events. 

 
9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board find the project exempt from CEQA and approve the 
permit, conditioned upon receipt of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers comment letter 
indicating that the District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to conditions, 
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direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the State Clearinghouse and direct the 
Executive Officer sign the final permit. 
 
 
10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps and Site Photographs 
B. Draft Permit No. 15526-1 
C. Project Drawings 

 
 
 
 
Design Review:  Sterling Sorenson W.R.E.A. 
Environmental Review:  James Herota, Andrea Mauro 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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