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State of California


M e m o r a n d u m


Department of Justice
1300 I Street, Suite 125


P.O. Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550


This memorandum is in repsonse to your questions regarding SB 753 and specifically section
8702.  You asked me to: (1) explain in non-legal terms the changes SB 753 would make to
existing Water Code Section 8709.4, which SB 753 would renumber as Section 8702, (2)
articulate the reasons for the changes proposed by the board to this section, and (3) provide a
redline showing the propsoed changes in this section.


When the board initially decided to seek revision of its enforcement procedures as outlined in
the Water Code (specifically Article 6, Water Code Sections 8700 - 8709.7), its goal was to
clarify the existing process and provide some additional administrative enforcement tools (e.g.,
administrative penalties). Its initial approach was to make minimal changes to exisitng law,
limited to changes necessary to achieve its narrow goals. The Central Valley Flood Control
Association, however, requested that rather than a minimalist, surgical revision, the board
revise the entire enforcement Article – largely because the Article as written is confusing and
unclear to both levee districts and the public.  The board agreed that the Article as written is
confusing and, therefore, agreed to undertake a more comprehensive revision of the Article.


Article 6 currently includes Water Code Section 8709.4, which authorizes the board to remove
or modify permitted encroachments under certain specified conditions. SB 753 renumbers this
section as Section 8702, but retains much of the existing language with a few modifications.
The modifications are:


(1) The first paragraph in subsection (a) is rewritten for clarity, but the basic authorization
to remove permitted encroachments following a hearing and based on substantial
evidence  remains the same.


(2) Exsiting law allows the executive officer to order the removal of existing
encroachments. SB 753 would limit the exercise of this authority to the board. The
board seeks this modification because it understands that the removal or modification of
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existing permitted encroachments is more sensitive than the removal of unpermitted
encroachments and should be handled only at the board level.


(3) Existing law allows the removal or modification of a permitted encroachment if the
encroachment represents an “imminent” threat to the structural integrity of the flood
facility. SB 753 would delete the word “imminent.”  The board seeks this change
because if an encroachment is determined to be a threat to the flood control system it
should not be required to wait, nor may it be practical to wait, until the threat is
“imminent” before taking steps to remove the encroachment.


(4) Existing law allows the board or executive officer to remove or modify a permitted
encroachment if the encroachment “significantly” impairs the functional capability of
the levee.  The proposed bill would delete the word “significantly.” The board seeks this
change so that it can address any encroachments that impair the functional capability of
the levee and, therefore, fully protect public safety.


(5) SB 753 also allows the board to remove or modify a permitted encroachment if the
encroachment is not in conformance with an adopted plan of flood control, state law,
board regulations, or, in the case of facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control where
the board has given assurances to the United States, the standards and regulations of the
Secretary of the Army.  This additional authority is important to ensure that levees
conform with modern standards and remain in the federal program that provides
financial assistance in the event of levee damage during a high water event. Conformity
with current standards can also impact eligibility and rates for federal flood insurance.


(6) SB 753 clarifies that the board or a court may not levy penalties for removal or
modification of permitted encroachments. The board seeks this amendment to clarify
that although it may require the modification or removal of a permitted encroachment,
penalites will not apply as they otherwise might in the case of removal of an
unpermitted enroachment.


Here is a redline showing the differences between the propsoed Section 8702 as compared to
existing law Section 8709.4.


8709.4 8702.


(a) Before removing or modifying a lawful existing encroachment on levees, channels,
and other flood control works pursuant to powers granted by this part, a permit, or
standards adopted pursuant to this part, the board shall make one of the following
findings, based on substantial evidence, regarding the encroachment's impact on public
safety:, The board, following notice and opportunity for a hearing, may order the
removal or modification of an encroachment that was previously issued a permit by the
board if the board makes one of the following findings based on substantial evidence:
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(1) The encroachment presents an imminent threat to the structural integrity of the levee,
channel, or other flood control work, or other facility of the State Plan of Flood
Control.


(2)  The encroachment significantly impairs the functional capability of the levee,
channel, or other flood control work, or other facility of the State Plan of Flood
Control to fulfill its particular intended role in the overall flood control plan.


(3)  The encroachment is not in conformance with an adopted plan of flood control, state
law, board regulations, or, in the case of facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control
the standards and regulations of the Secretary of the Army.


(b) Routine maintenance by the board, the executive officer, or local agencies that operate
and maintain facilities and works on behalf of the board that includes the removal or
modification of fences, gates, and vegetation on the levee structure and a levee or other
flood control structures is shall not subject to subdivision (a) this section.


   (c) The board may delegate authority to the executive officer to take action to remove or
modify encroachments on levees, channels, and other flood control works in accordance
with subdivision (a).


(c) The removal of previously permitted encroachments shall not be subject to
administrative or civil penalties pursuant to Sections 8704 or 8704.1.


If you have additional questions, please let me know.
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SECTION 1. 


 Section 8579 is added to the Water Code, to read: 
 
8579 
 
 (a) Any aggrieved person shall have a right to seek judicial review of any permit or enforcement 
order issued by the board by filing a petition for a writ of mandate in accordance with Section 
1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure, within 30 days after the decision or action has become 
final. 


(b) For purposes of this section, an “aggrieved person” means any person or public agency that, 
in person or through a representative, appeared at a public hearing of the board in connection 
with the decision or action appealed, or that, by other appropriate means before the decision, 
informed the board of the nature of their concerns. 


SEC. 2. 


 Article 6 (commencing with Section 8700) of Chapter 3 of Part 4 of Division 5 of the Water 
Code is repealed. 
 


SEC. 3. 


 Article 6 (commencing with Section 8700) is added to Chapter 3 of Part 4 of Division 5 of the 
Water Code, to read: 
 


Article  6. Enforcement of Unauthorized Activities and Encroachments 


8700. 


 (a) It is unlawful for any person or public agency to interfere with, obstruct the performance, 
maintenance, or operation of, or otherwise take actions that may adversely affect facilities of the 
State Plan of Flood Control, designated floodways, or streams that are regulated by the board. 


(b) The board, executive officer, department, and local agencies that operate and maintain 
facilities and works on behalf of the board shall have the authority, as set forth in this article, to 
take administrative or civil enforcement actions to abate and remedy any interference or potential 
interference proscribed in subdivision (a). 


8701. 


 (a) If the board or the executive officer determines that any person or public agency has 
undertaken, is threatening to undertake, or maintains any encroachment, flood system 
improvement, or activity in violation of this part, the board or the executive officer may issue a 







notice of violation to the person or public agency responsible for the encroachment, flood system 
improvement, or activity. 


(b) The department or a local agency may issue a notice of violation pursuant to subdivision (a) 
for facilities within the board’s jurisdiction that the department or local agency operates and 
maintains if the board delegates the agency that authority. This subdivision shall not require the 
department or local agency to accept that delegation of authority. 


(c) A notice of violation shall include all of the following: 


(1) A statement describing the activity, failure to act, flood system improvement, or 
encroachment that constitutes a violation of this article, including the sections of this part or 
board regulations that are being violated. 


(2) A statement of whether the activity, flood system improvement, or encroachment may be 
eligible for a permit from the board. 


(3) The corrective actions that shall be taken within a specified time period. 


(4) Whether the person or public agency may correct the violation without obtaining prior 
approval from the board or executive officer, or whether prior approval from the board or 
executive officer must be obtained prior to taking a corrective action. 


(5) A statement that the notice of violation shall be referred to the board and that the failure to 
take the requested actions within the time specified may subject the person or public agency to a 
cease and desist order and the imposition of further remedial and enforcement actions, including, 
but not limited to, correction of the violation by the board at the person’s or public agency’s 
expense and penalties. 


(6) The name, address, and telephone number of the state or issuing agency that may be 
contacted for further information. 


(d) The notice of violation shall be served in accordance with Section 8703 and a copy 
transmitted to the executive officer within five calendar days of its issuance. The board or the 
executive officer may amend the notice of violation, and, once served in accordance with Section 
8703, the amended notice of violation shall supersede any notice of violation previously issued 
for the same violation. 


8701.2. 


 (a) If the board or executive officer determines that any person or public agency has failed to 
adequately respond to a notice of violation, the board or executive officer may issue an order 
directing that the person or public agency to whom the notice of violation was issued to cease 
and desist. Nothing shall prevent the board or executive officer from issuing a cease and desist 
order in cases where it deems a notice of violation would not to be in the best interest of the 
state. 







(b) Nothing shall prevent the board or executive officer from issuing a cease and desist order without 
first issuing a notice of violation in cases where it deems a notice of violation would not be in the best 
interest of the state.  In the event the board issues a cease and desist order without fist issuing a notice of 
violation, the cease and desist order shall contain the information required in 8701(c).  


 (b) (c) A cease and desist order shall do all of the following: 


(1) Include a copy of the notice of violation. 


(2) Be effective upon its issuance and served immediately pursuant to Section 8703. 


(3) Require that the corrective actions described in the notice of violation be completed within a 
specified time period or the person or public agency shall be subject to an enforcement order 
pursuant to Section 8701.4. 


(4) Provide a date, time, and location of a public meeting before the board at which the person, 
entity, or public agency may appear to contest the cease and desist order. 


 (c) (d) The meeting noticed pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) shall be consistent with 
all of the following: 


(1) The meeting shall be scheduled to occur at least 30 days after issuance of the cease and desist 
order and shall be held pursuant to the provisions of this part and regulations adopted by the 
board. 


(2) At the meeting, the board may affirm, amend, modify, stay, or rescind the cease and desist 
order. 


(3) If a person or public agency subject to a cease and desist order fails to appear at the meeting, 
the cease and desist order may be approved by default. 


8701.4. 


 (a) If the board or executive officer determines that any person or public agency has failed to 
correct a violation as outlined in a cease and desist order, the board shall hold an enforcement 
hearing to consider the issuance of an enforcement order. 


(b) The enforcement hearing shall comply with all of the following: 


(1) Notice of the hearing, pursuant to Section 8703, shall be provided at least 30 days before the 
hearing is scheduled to occur pursuant to Section 8703, unless it is determined that the public 
interest necessitates a shorter notice period. 


(2) Notice of the hearing shall include a proposed enforcement order, including any proposed 
administrative penalties. 


(3) The hearing shall be held pursuant to the provisions of this part and regulations adopted by 
the board. 







(4) If the person or public agency subject to the cease and desist order fails to appear at the 
hearing, the right to a hearing will be deemed waived. 


(c) At the conclusion of the hearing, the board may approve, amend, or reject the proposed 
enforcement order and thereby take any and all of the following actions: 


(1) Order the removal, modification, or abatement of the encroachment, flood system 
improvement, or activity causing a violation of this part. 


(2) Order the restoration of the site. 


(3) Impose and require the payment of administrative penalties as set forth in Section 8704. 


(4) Order the recording of the Enforcement Order with the County Recorders’ Office against the 
property associated with the violation.  


(4) (5) Initiate a civil action in the name of the state for mandamus, injunction, civil penalties, or 
other appropriate remedy authorized by law. 


(5) (6) Order any other actions or conditions as the board may determine are necessary to resolve 
the violation and ensure compliance with this part. 


(d) The enforcement order shall state any necessary findings and shall be served immediately 
pursuant to Section 8703. 


(e) A person, entity, or public agency against which the board has issued an enforcement order 
may seek judicial review of the enforcement order pursuant to Section 8579. The enforcement 
order shall be deemed effective upon issuance. 


(f) If the board orders removal, modification, abatement, or and restoration pursuant to this part, 
the board, its contractor, or its designee may conduct the work removal and restoration, the costs 
of which shall be collected from the responsible person or public agency by whatever legal 
remedy is available, including, but not limited to, the placement of a lien on the property owned 
by the person or public agency responsible for the violation pursuant to Section 8704.2. 
Removal, modification, abatement, or restoration actions shall not be taken by the board until 
after the time for judicial review has passed. 


(g) If the board orders the enforcement order to be recorded with the county recorder’s office, 
the Executive Officer shall issue a certificate of abatement to the person or public agency 
against whose property the enforcement order was recorded when the enforcement action has 
been fully resolved, including the payment of any costs and penalties. The person or public 
agency may, at the owner’s expense, record the certificate with the county recorder’s office. 


(g) (h) This section does not authorize the issuance of an enforcement order as to any lawful 
activity undertaken by a public agency pursuant to Section 8708. 


8702. 







 (a) The board, following notice and opportunity for a hearing, may order the removal or 
modification of an encroachment that was previously issued a permit by the board if the board 
makes one of the following findings based on substantial evidence: 


(1) The encroachment presents a threat to the structural integrity of the levee, channel, flood 
control work, or other facility of the State Plan of Flood Control. 


(2) The encroachment impairs the functional capability of the levee, channel, flood control work, 
or other facility of the State Plan of Flood Control to fulfill its particular intended role in the 
overall flood control plan. 


(3) The encroachment is not in conformance with state law, board regulations, or, in the case of 
facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control, the standards and regulations of the Secretary of the 
Army. 


(b) Routine maintenance by the board, the executive officer, the department, or local agencies 
that operate and maintain facilities and works on behalf of the board that includes the removal or 
modification of abandoned property, fences, gates, and vegetation on a levee or other flood 
control structure shall not be subject to this section. 


(c) The removal or modification of previously permitted encroachments shall not be subject to 
administrative or civil penalties pursuant to Section 8704 or 8704.1. 


(d) If the board orders the removal or modification of a previously permitted encroachment, the permit 
for the encroachment shall be modified or revoked accordingly. 


8703. 


 Notice and service required by this article shall be provided to the person or public agency 
believed to be responsible for the violation and the owner of the property on which the violation 
occurred or is threatened to occur by one of the following means: 


(a) Hand delivery. 


(b) Certified mail. 


(c) If the person or agency cannot be reached or reasonably notified pursuant to subdivision (a) 
or (b), by placing a copy of the notice or order on the encroachment or property. 


8704. 


 (a) Civil penalties may be imposed by a court of competent jurisdiction against any person or 
public agency that undertakes an activity, flood system improvement, or encroachment that is in 
violation of this part or that is inconsistent with any permit, or cease and desist order or, 
enforcement order previously issued by the board or executive officer in an amount not less than 
five hundred dollars ($500) and not greater than thirty thousand dollars ($30,000). 







(b) In addition to any other penalties, civil penalties may be imposed by a court of competent 
jurisdiction against any person or public agency that intentionally and knowingly undertakes an 
activity, flood system improvement, or encroachment that is in violation of this part or that is 
inconsistent with any permit, or cease and desist order, or enforcement order previously issued 
by the board or executive officer in an amount that shall not be less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) or more than fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) per day for each day in which 
the encroachment violation persists. 


(c) In determining the amount of liability pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b), the following 
factors shall be considered: 


(1) The nature, circumstance, extent, and gravity of the violation. 


(2) Whether the violation is susceptible to removal, modification, abatement, restoration or other 
remedial measures. 


(3) Whether the function of the levee, channel, or other flood control work is affected by the 
violation. 


(4) The cost to the state of bringing the action. 


(5) With respect to the person or public agency responsible for the violation, any 
voluntary restoration or remedial measures undertaken, any prior history of violations, the degree 
of culpability, economic profits, if any, resulting from, or expected to result as a consequence of, 
the violation, and other matters the board deemsed relevant. 


(d) Civil penalties may be imposed by a court of competent jurisdiction against any 
person, entity, or public agency that intentionally or negligently violates any cease and desist 
order issued, reissued, or amended by the board, or any restoration enforcement order issued, 
reissued, or amended by the board in an amount that shall not exceed six thousand dollars 
($6,000) for each day in which that violation persists. Any actual penalty imposed shall be 
reasonably proportionate to the damage suffered as a consequence of the violation. 


8704.1. 


 (a) Administrative penalties may be imposed by the board in the same manner as civil penalties 
described in Section 8704, upon an enforcement hearing and issuance of an enforcement order 
pursuant to Section 8701.4, but shall not be less than five hundred dollars ($500) or exceed fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) for a single violation. 


(b) In imposing penalties, the board shall express its rationale for the amount and specifically 
address the factors listed under subdivision (c) of Section 8704. 


(c) Any penalties imposed shall be paid within 60 days. 


(d) A person or public agency shall not be subject to both civil and administrative penalties for 
the same violation. 







(e) After the time for judicial review pursuant to Section 8579 has passed, the board may apply 
to the clerk of the appropriate court in the county in which the administrative penalties were 
imposed for a judgment to collect the penalties assessed. The application, which shall include a 
certified copy of the board action, constitutes a sufficient showing to warrant issuance of the 
judgment. The clerk shall enter judgment immediately in conformity with the application. The 
judgment so entered has the same force and effect, and is subject to all the provisions of law 
relating to, a judgment in a civil action and may be enforced in the same manner as any other 
judgment of the court in which it is entered. 


 


8704.2. 


 (a) Pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 8701.4, the board or the board’s designee shall have 
the authority to record a lien with the county clerk in the county of this state where the person’s 
or agency’s property responsible for the violation is located, to recover any and all of the 
following: 


(1) Costs incurred in abating, removing, and restoring a violation, including, but not limited to, 
costs incurred in seeking modification, removal, abatement, and or restoration pursuant to this 
part. 


(2) Costs incurred in the summary abatement of emergencies. 


(3) Attorney’s fees associated with actions to enforce this part. 


(b) A lien recorded pursuant to this section shall have the same force, effect, and priority as a 
judgment lien. 


(c) Before recording a lien, the board shall provide notice and an opportunity for a hearing to 
contest the amount of the lien. 


(1) Notice shall be provided at least 20 days before the hearing pursuant to Section 8703. 


(2) The hearing required by this section may be satisfied by an enforcement order hearing 
pursuant to Section 8701.4 or, in the summary abatement of emergencies, a hearing pursuant to 
Section 8708. 


8704.4. 


 The remedies provided by this article are not exclusive of, but shall be concurrent with and in 
addition to, any other remedy, penalty, or sanction that may exist by law, civil or criminal. The 
board may enforce compliance with the provisions of this article by mandamus, mandatory 
injunction, or by any other appropriate remedy authorized by law. The action or proceeding may 
be commenced and maintained by the board in the name of the state. 


8705. 







 The Flood Risk Management Fund is hereby established in the State Treasury. All funds 
received from penalties pursuant to this article shall be paid into the fund. Upon appropriation by 
the Legislature, the moneys in the fund shall be expended by the board to carry out enforcement 
pursuant to this part, including the costs of the modification, removal, 
abatement or and restoration of violations and recent related litigation. 


8706. 


 The board may maintain actions in the name of the state to compel by injunction the owner or 
owners of any bridge, trestle, wire line, viaduct, embankment, or other structure or obstruction 
that shall be intersected, traversed, or crossed by any bypass, drainage canal, channel, or 
overflow channel to construct or alter any structure in order to offer a minimum of obstruction to 
the free flow of water. In the case of existing works, the board may compel the removal or 
alteration of structures or obstructions that impede the free flow of water. 


8706.5. 


 Any activity that does or may interfere with, obstruct the performance, maintenance, or 
operation of, or otherwise adversely affect facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control, 
designated floodways, or streams that are regulated by the board constitutes a public nuisance, 
and the board may commence and maintain a suit in the name of the people of the state for the 
prevention or abatement of that nuisance. 


8707. 


 If the board or Attorney General prevails in a civil action to enforce this part, or if a local 
agency prevails in a civil action to seek abatement costs under subdivision (b) of Section 8708 
or modification, removal, abatement or restoration costs as the board’s designee under 
subdivision (f) of Section 8701.4, the board, Attorney General, or local agency shall be awarded 
attorney’s fees and costs, including, but not limited to, any fees and costs incurred by its agents. 


8708. 


 (a) Nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent the department, the board, the executive 
officer, or a levee-maintaining agency from taking any action to prevent an imminent failure of a 
levee, channel, floodway, stream bank, or flood control feature, or other emergency action 
necessary to protect the public welfare. 


(b) To the extent emergency action is required that involves the removal, modification, or 
abatement of an encroachment, flood system improvement, or activity maintained by an 
individual, entity, or public agency, the individual, entity, or public agency may request a 
hearing before the board within 30 days after the action has been commenced. 


(c) After a public hearing, by request or by its own motion, the entity that has carried out the 
abatement functions pursuant to this section may seek reimbursement of its abatement costs and 
may pursue any legal remedies available to recover its costs, including imposing a lien pursuant 
to Section 8704.2. 







8709. 


 The board shall adopt emergency regulations necessary to implement this article in accordance 
with Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
Government Code. The adoption of emergency regulations shall be deemed an emergency and 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, or general 
welfare. 


SEC. 4. 


 Section 8732 of the Water Code is amended to read: 
 


8732. 


The board may hold a hearing or partial hearing before a committee of one or more members of 
the board, before a qualified neutral hearing officer designated by the board president,  or before 
the executive officer  or chief engineer of the board, at any place within the state.  
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BILL NUMBER: SB 753 
 
AUTHOR: Steinberg 
 
LEGISLATIVE STAFFER (NAME & PHONE): Kip Lipper  651-4006 
 
The above bill has been referred to the Assembly Committee on Water, Parks and Wildlife.  Please forward the following 
information to the committee via email or in the Legislative Office Building, Room 160.  The deadline for return of this 
worksheet is one week after receipt.  The Chair may withdraw the bill from its scheduled hearing if the worksheet 
and/or amendments are not received within the specified timelines.  Please call Diane Colborn or Tina Cannon Leahy at 
319-2096, if you have any questions. 
 
1. What is the purpose of this bill?  


 
To improve the ability of the State’s Central Valley Flood Protection Board to protect public safety by (1) establishing 
more effective enforcement tools to deal with unpermitted and out-of-compliance encroachments on facilities of the 
State Plan of Flood Control and designated floodways and streams that are regulated by the Board, and (2) revise the 
conditions under which the Board may order the removal or modification of permitted encroachments that are 
determined to be a threat to facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control and designated floodways and streams that are 
regulated by the Board 
   


 
2. Briefly describe and cite existing law on this issue.   
 


Under current law a person or public agency must obtain a permit to place an encroachment on a state-federal levee 
and it is unlawful to do so without a permit.  The Board has the authority to issue cease and desist orders, but the 
process is not well defined and lacks teeth.  The Board’s principal authority to remove unpermitted encroachments or 
to gain compliance with out-of-compliance permits is to take the offender to court.  (Water Code Section 8700 – 
8709.7) 
 
Under current law (Water Code Section 8709.4) the Board may order the removal or modification of permitted 
encroachments if the encroachment represents an imminent or substantial threat to the levee, channel, or flood control 
works. 


 
 


3. Why is this bill needed?  Please be specific and present significant facts, research studies, and pertinent background.  
Please provide any relevant background materials supporting the need for the bill. 
 
The board has hundreds of unresolved encroachment problems.  The current administrative enforcement framework 
lacks teeth and the board must often resort to expensive and time consuming litigation to obtain resolution. Its ability 
to recover costs is not clear. 
 
The current process simply takes too long and is very costly to the State’s General Fund.  For example, a property 
owner installed a wall on a state-federal levee, a wall that would block levee inspectors from seeing if the waterside 
slope of the levee was in distress during high water.  The owner was told to stop.  He did not.  The board and our 
DWR attorneys have met with him on numerous occasions.  The board has now authorized the Attorney General to 
sue.  The Attorney General’s estimate of the cost is $110,000 to $150,000 if the case goes to trial. The board is not 
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expressly authorized under law to receive attorney fees, so the state may not recoup any of the $110,000 to $150,000. 
In addition, the lawsuit may take years to resolve, during which the time the obstruction will remain in place. 
 
In addition to the large number of encroachments and high state costs on a per-encroachment basis, the Board needs 
this legislation for four reasons: 


 
First – Public Safety – the levees are our first line of defense in a catastrophic flood, and we need to ensure the 
public safety for our urban and rural areas in the Central Valley. 
 
Second – State Liability – The State is responsible for these levees as determined by the courts in the Paterno 
decision.  We need to reduce the State’s potential liability by efficiently and effectively removing illegal 
encroachments. 
 
Third – Less Federal Money – The USACE is systematically removing sections of levee that do not meet Corps 
standards because of illegal encroachments and bank caving from eligibility for the Federal Program (PL 84-99) 
that provides funding if the levees are damaged or fail in high water.  So far, about 50% of the levee systems in 
the Central Valley have been removed, and there will be more.  This shifts the costs to the State. 
 
And finally, fourth – Potentially higher Flood Insurance Rates – the Federal government is raising flood 
insurance rates for areas at risk of flooding.  In the long run improving our levees by removing illegal 
encroachments will mean lower flood insurance rates for our citizens. 
 
 


4. What state agencies does this bill affect?  
 


State Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
 
Department of Water Resources, if the Board authorizes the Department to issue Notices of Violation and the 
Department accepts that authorization. 


 
 
5. Has a similar bill been introduced either this session or during a previous legislative session? NO  


If yes, please identify the bill, the legislative session and its disposition, and include all bill analyses related to it. 
 
 


 
6. Has there been an interim hearing or report on the bill or on this topic? NO 


If yes, please provide the hearing transcript and/or the report. 
 
 
 
7. Please provide the Committee with all letters received of support and opposition to the bill.  Support and opposition 


letters must be received by the committee no later than five working days prior to the hearing date to be listed on 
the committee analysis. 


 
Letters will be delivered separately. 
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8. Do you plan to amend this bill prior to the hearing?  YES  
If yes, briefly explain the substance of the amendments and attach a copy of the proposed language.  Legislative 
Counsel amendments must be received by seven days prior to the set hearing.  Please hand-deliver the signed 
original amendment(s) plus 8 copies (unsigned) to the committee. (NOTE: If the deadline for submitting amendments 
is not met by the author, the bill may be put over by the Chair.) 


 
The amendments are technical cleanup of the language, with the exception of one additional section that authorizes 
the Board to record an Enforcement Order with the county recorder.  The proposed amendments are attached. 


 
 
9. Please list the witnesses you plan to have testify. 
 


Bill Edgar, President, State Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
Melinda Terry, Executive Director, California Central Valley Flood Control Association 


 
 
 
10. Does this bill have a sponsor? YES  


If yes, please provide the sponsor’s name and phone number. 
 
State Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
Contact: Clyde Macdonald, Board Member  (916) 801-7284 
Jay Punia, Executive Officer, State Central Valley Flood Protection Board (916) 574-0610.  
 
 


 
 
 
 


PLEASE RETURN THE ORIGINAL PLUS ONE COPY  
OF THE COMPLETED WORKSHEET AND RELATED BACKGROUND 


TO THE LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 160 
 
 
Date sent:  _________________________  
 
Date Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee received:  _____________ 
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