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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

THE CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 

 

RESOLUTION 2013-05 

 

APPROVAL OF LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE  

UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

REQUESTING INITIATION OF A SECTION 905(b) / RECONNAISSANCE STUDY 

FOR THE  

CACHE CREEK SETTLING BASIN, YOLO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

 

WHEREAS, as a part of the Sacramento River Flood Control Project, 
authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1917, and as modified by the Acts of 1928, 
1937 and 1941, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) completed 
construction of the Cache Creek Settling Basin (Basin) in 1937; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Basin’s fundamental purpose is to preserve the flood-way 

capacity of the Yolo Bypass by entrapping the heavy sediment load carried by 
Cache Creek; and 

 
WHEREAS, Congress authorized the USACE to conduct a study of flood 

control pursuant to Section 209 of the Federal Flood Control Act of 1962 (Public 
Law 87-874); and 
 

WHEREAS, Congress authorized the USACE pursuant to Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-662), House Document No.98-134 to 
construct improvements to Cache Creek Settling Basin, Yolo County, California 
subject to the conditions recommended in “Cache Creek Basin, California: Report 
of the Chief of Engineers”, dated April 27, 1981; and 

 
WHEREAS, Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) participation in 

the Study is authorized by Water Code section 8615; and 
 

WHEREAS, the “Cache Creek Basin, California: Final Design 
Memorandum”, dated January 1987 authorized future improvements to the Cache 
Creek Settling Basin, including raising the outlet weir by 6’ at year 25 of the project 
life or when a measured trap efficiency of less than 30% is realized, and “Year 25” 
would be 2018; and 
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WHEREAS, a letter from the Non-federal Sponsor to USACE is required to 
formally request a Reconnaissance Study be initiated under Section 905(b) of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986. 

 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board: 

 

1. Approves the Letter addressed to the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers requesting the initiation of a Section 905(b) / Reconnaissance 

Study for improvements to the Cache Creek Settling Basin; and  

 

2. Delegates to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board Executive Officer 

the authority to sign the letter in substantially the form attached hereto. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by vote of the Board on ________________, 2013. 
 
 
 
BY: _________________________ Date: _________________ 

William H. Edgar 
President 

 
 
BY: ______________________________ Date: _________________ 

Jane Dolan 
Board Secretary 

 
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 
 
_______________________________ 
Jeremy Goldberg, Staff Counsel 
 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA – CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY          EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR 

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD 
3310 El Camino Ave., Rm. 151       
SACRAMENTO, CA 95821 
(916) 574-0609 FAX: (916) 574-0682 
PERMITS: (916) 574-2380 FAX: (916) 574-0682 
 

 
March 22, 2013 
 
 
 
Colonel William J. Leady 
District Engineer 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers  
Sacramento District 
1325 J Street, Room 1008 
Sacramento, California  95814-2922 
 
Request for Section 905(b) Reconnaissance Study; 
Cache Creek Settling Basin, Yolo County, California  
 
Dear Colonel Leady, 
 
The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board), representing the State of California, 
would like to take this opportunity to request the assistance of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) under Section 905(b) of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1986.  Specifically, the State requests a Reconnaissance Study for necessary 
improvements to the Cache Creek Settling Basin (CCSB) in Yolo County, California. 
 
The settling basin is an existing State Plan of Flood Control facility, initially constructed 
in 1938 by USACE.  It is located at the terminus of Cache Creek and provides a means 
for suspended sediments to settle out from Cache Creek before it releases into the Yolo 
Bypass and eventually into the Sacramento River.  The facility was re-authorized in 
1987 and improved in 1992 to enlarge the basin to its current sediment management 
capacity of 30,000 cubic feet per second with a new, relocated western levee and the 
construction of the current weir at a release elevation of 32.5 feet (NGVD 29).  
Additionally, the 1987 Final General Design Memorandum (GDM) proposed and 
authorized raising the weir by 6 feet to an elevation of 38.5 feet by 2017 based on the 
anticipated rate of sedimentation within the basin.  Although raising the weir by 6 feet is 
identified as a part of the authorized CCSB modification described in the GDM, USACE 
indicated the weir cannot be raised without first performing an environmental analysis. 
 
While the 1987 GDM did not authorize the CCSB with the intention of managing 
mercury, it is widely believed that the basin’s current configuration significantly reduces 
the total mercury load to the Yolo Bypass, Delta and San Francisco Bay.    
 
It will be important to address certain issues of significance in this study before 
commencing any new design or construction work.  Issues likely to be considered and 
studied further in the requested Reconnaissance Study and subsequent studies include: 
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1. Possibility of greater extent and depth of flooding of land within and adjacent to 
the City of Woodland due to changes in CCSB topography.  

2. Requirements to re-accredit previously de-accredited urban levees forming the 
CCSB. 

3. Improving sediment trapping efficiency of the CCSB 
4. Managing mercury and methylmercury within the CCSB to reduce loads entering 

the Yolo Bypass. 
5. Other environmental considerations. 

 
The Board looks forward to the decision by USACE to commence the requested 
Reconnaissance Study and will offer its support as necessary. 

 
If you have questions, please contact me or Michael Sabbaghian at (916) 574-1404 or 
Mahyar.Sabbaghian@water.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jay S. Punia, Executive Officer 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
 
cc: (See attached list.) 

  



 
cc:   
    

Alicia Kirchner, Chief 
Planning Division 
Sacramento District 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers  
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
Linda Finley 
Deputy FPM 
Chief Programs & Project Support Branch 
PPMD 
Sacramento District 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers  
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California  95814 
  

Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management 
Flood Projects Office 
3464 El Camino Avenue, Suite 200 
Sacramento, California  95821 
 
Robert E. Scarborough, P.E., Chief 
CVFPB/USACE Studies Section 
 
Paul R. Larson, P.E. 
Project Manager 
CVFPB/USACE Studies Section 
  
 

 Fran Borcalli, P.E.  
Program Manager 
FloodSAFE Yolo 
 34274 State Highway 16 
Woodland, California  95695-9371 
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