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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
March 22, 2013 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

City of Bakersfield 
To Authorize an Existing Sewer Pipeline 

Kern County 
 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No. 18815 (see Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
City of Bakersfield 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The sewage pipeline is located within the Kern River Channel at Mile 122.0 which is 
approximately fifty (50) feet upstream of the 24th Street Bridge crossing said River 
Channel and being within the City of Bakersfield (City). (Kern River Designated 
Floodway, Kern County, see Attachment(s) A) 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
In 2011 the Kern River experienced extremely high flows as the result of a water year 
consisting of 201% of normal rainfall which translated into a peak discharge of 4,333 
acre feet per day in May 2011 within the Kern River.  These high flows created 
extensive scour adjacent to a 15 –inch diameter sewer pipeline and numerous other 
utilities crossing under the Kern River Channel.  Said scouring exposed the pipeline and 
other utilities that were constructed prior to the adoption of the Kern River as a 
Designated Floodway.  Additionally, the massive flows created scour adjacent to 
several of the 24th Street Bridge pilings and piling caps. 
 
On August 10, 2012 the City requested an emergency authorization from Board staff to 
repair the aforementioned scour.  On August 12, 2012 Board staff authorized 
emergency repairs conditioned with a requirement that the City formally apply for a 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board encroachment permit for their sewage pipeline. 
(see Attachment(s) C & D) 
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5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The pipeline, if permitted will allow for the continued transport of waste water from its 
point of origin to the City of Bakersfield wastewater treatment facilities. 
 
The proposed project conforms to all Title 23 Standards. 
 
 
5.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
The pipeline has no effect upon channel hydrology as the pipe is buried 5 –feet below 
the low –flow channel. 
 
 
5.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
The proposed project does not involve any levees; therefore a geotechnical analysis 
was not required. 
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• The applicant is the local maintaining agency in the project area. 
 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 208.10 comment letter has not been received 
for this application.  Staff anticipates receipt of a letter indicating that the USACE 
District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to conditions.  Upon 
receipt of the letter, staff will review to ensure conformity with the permit 
language and incorporate it into the permit as Exhibit A. 
 

 
 
7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
determination: 
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The Board determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under a 
Class 1 Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 15301) covering 
maintenance of existing facilities. 
 
8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 
 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science related to the scientific issues presented by the executive 

officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible scientific 
issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control: 
 

The project as constructed will have no adverse effect on facilities of the State Plan 
of Flood Control and is consistent with the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan. 
 

4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 
in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 

 
There will be no effects to the proposed project from reasonable projected future 
events. 

 
 
9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board adopt the CEQA findings and approve the permit, 
conditioned upon receipt of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers comment letter indicating 
that the District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to conditions, and 
direct staff to file a Notice of Determination with the State Clearinghouse. 
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10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps 
B. Draft Permit No. 18815 
C. Site Photos 
D. Letter Of Authorization 
E. Original Pipeline Plans 

 
 
 
 
Design Review:  Sterling A. Sorenson WREA 
Environmental Review:  James Herota, Andrea Mauro 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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