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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
January 25, 2013 

 
Russell Ensslin, Yuba County 

Enforcement Staff Reconsideration Petition Rebuttal 
 
 
 
Board Enforcement Staff has prepared the following statements in response to the 
reconsideration petition submitted by Mr. Russell Ensslin on letter dated December 15, 2012 
(See Attachment A).  The petition is not written as a request for reconsideration, but is actually a 
demand for financial compensation based on misunderstood facts about TRLIA’s levee toe 
access corridor project.  Mr. Ensslin owns a property located at 5752 Riverside Drive, Marysville 
California.  Mr. Ensslin’s property was one of the 46 properties that were part of the hearings 
held on November 15, 2012.  The Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) voted 
unanimously to adopt staff’s recommendation which is memorialized in Resolution No. 2012-03 
(See Attachment B).   
 
Argument #1:   
 
“…I purchased the property with the understanding that I was to enjoy the fruit of a large walnut 
tree that is now due to be removed as a result of the TRLIA project…I hereby appeal to the 
Board to compensate me the $2,600.00 I am due as the result of the real property damage my 
property has sustained by the TRLIA project.” 
  

CVFPB Enforcement staff Rebuttal:   
At Mr. Ensslin’s property, the new fence and corridor will be constructed 8-feet away from 
the State right-of-way.  The existing walnut tree is located on Mr. Ensslin’s property, outside 
of the 8-ft setback and is not planned to be removed as part of the TRLIA landside levee 
corridor construction.  See Figure 1 below.  The alignment of the 8-ft setback fence location 
is conditioned upon Mr. Ensslin’s acceptance of the conditional easement which would allow 
him continued use of the State property.  In the event that Mr. Ensslin does not accept the 
conditional easement, the fence will be constructed at the State right-of-way, which may 
impact the existing tree.    
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Argument #2:  
 
“Now our children are subject to navigate the streets of Olivehurst alone to get to wildlife that 
used to be just outside their backyard.” 
 

CVFPB Enforcement staff Rebuttal:   
The purpose of the levee toe access corridor is to provide a drivable surface for inspections 
during high water events and provide a work area for routine operation, maintenance and 
inspection activities.  It will also minimize levee access of unauthorized vehicles that in the 
past have caused levee damage.  The proposed project will provide a minimum of 2 access 
points for the public to continue access to the waterway.   

 
 
Argument #3:   
 
“My property has been clearly devalued by the building of this road.”  
 

CVFPB Enforcement staff Rebuttal:   
Construction of the levee toe access corridor will occur within the limits of State property.  
Private properties such as Mr. Ensslin’s located adjacent to State property have not 
changed from their original size (132-ft wide by 280-ft deep) since created under the 
recorded subdivision (Tract No. 8 Books 3 of Maps 25).  Mr. Ensslin’s parcel dimensions, 
referenced as APN 020-121-011, matches the records at the Yuba County Assessors’ Office 
and was further confirmed in the Record of Survey (2011-11) prepared by CTA recorded in 
Book 93 Page 37.  Therefore, the construction of the access corridor on State property has 
no impact to Mr. Ensslin’s property value.      

 
 
ENFORCEMENT STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
After review of the record and the petition, Enforcement staff recommends the CVFPB deny the 
petition upon finding that the decision memorialized under Resolution No. 2012-03 was proper.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Russell Ensslin Reconsideration Petition letter dated December 15, 2012 
B.  CVFPB adopted Resolution No. 2012-03 signed November 16, 2012  
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Caliso, Angeles@DWR

From: Russell Ensslin [rjjd@att.net]
Sent: Saturday, December 15, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Caliso, Angeles@DWR
Subject: River Access 

 
 

Date: December 15, 2012, 5:02:32 PM PST 
To:  
Subject: River Access  

Dear TRILA Board officials: 
 
My name is Russell Ensslin. My wife Janine Ensslin and I own the property at 5752 Riverside Dr 
Olivehurst CA.  
 
In as much as the TRILA is building a road along the base of the levee behind our property. As a 
result of this our property has been devalued by the loss of direct access to the wildlife and 
public waterway that we used to enjoy. Now our children are subject to navigating the streets of 
Olivehurst alone to get to wildlife that used to be just outside their backyard. My property has 
been clearly devalued by the building of this road. I would be willing to accept, as compensation 
for my loss, the amount of $2,200.00 
Moreover, I purchased the property with the understanding that I was to enjoy the fruit of a large 
walnut tree that is now due to be removed as a result of the TRILA project. The value of the 
walnuts is $40.00 per year for the life of the tree for at least the next ten years totaling $400. Plus 
the $2,200.  
I hereby appeal to the Board to compensate me the $2,600.00 I am due as the result of the real 
damage my property has sustained by the TRILA project. 

 
Russell Ensslin  
5752 Riverside Dr 
Olivehurst CA 95961 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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