
Application No. 18788  Agenda Item No. 8-C 

Sterling Sorenson WREA  1 

Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
September 28, 2012 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

Reynier Fund LLC 
Irrigation Lift Pump, Yolo Bypass, Yolo County 

 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No.18788 (Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
Reynier Fund LLP 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located in the Yolo Bypass (Bypass) approximately one mile east of the 
Sacramento River Deep Water Ship Channel and 12.45 miles due south of the I-80 Yolo 
Bypass Causeway. (Yolo Bypass, Yolo County, see Attachment(s) A) 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
To authorize an existing agricultural lift pump and appurtenant facilities. 
 
5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The project will facilitate the movement of irrigation water to support historical 
agricultural and environmental land use(s) within the lower bypass.  The pump will lift 
water from a pre-existing irrigation canal/ditch and discharge said water onto adjacent 
fields.  The proposed project conforms to all Title 23 standards. 
 
5.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
A hydraulic analysis was not required as the encroachment as constructed will create a 
blockage of less than 0.03567% of the bypass. 
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5.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
A geotechnical analysis was not required as the lift pump and appurtenances did not 
require any earth work and the pump support pilings did not penetrate a levee prism. 
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 208.10 comment letter has not been received 
for this application.  Staff anticipates receipt of a letter indicating that the USACE 
District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to conditions.  Upon 
receipt of the letter, staff will review to ensure conformity with the permit 
language and incorporate it into the permit as Exhibit A. 

 
 
7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA determination: 
 
The Board has determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA under a 
Class 1 Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 15301) covering existing 
facilities involving negligible or no expansion of an existing use. 
 
 
8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 
 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by the 

executive officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible 
scientific issues. 
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The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control, and 

consistency of the proposed project with the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan as 
adopted by Board Resolution 2012-25 on June 29, 2012: 

 
The proposed project will have no adverse effect on facilities of the State Plan of 
Flood Control and is consistent with the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan. 

 
4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 

in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 
 

Due to climate change and an anticipated rise in mean sea level, the lower Yolo 
Bypass where this encroachment is located would revert to tidal marsh which would 
end farming activities in the area and therefore the need for this encroachment 
which the permittee would then be required to be removed from the Bypass. 

 
 
9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board find the project exempt from CEQA and approve the 
permit, conditioned upon receipt of a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers comment letter 
indicating that the District Engineer has no objection to the project, subject to conditions, 
and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the State Clearinghouse. 
 
10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps and Photos 
B. Draft Permit No. 18788 
C. Project Plans 

 
 
Design Review:  Sterling Sorenson WREA 
Environmental Review:  Andrea Mauro, James Herota 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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