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Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
October 28, 2011 

Staff Report – Encroachment Permit 

Sacramento River Ranch LLC 
Irrigation Pipe Removal and Replacement, Yolo County 

 
 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Permit No. 18679.  (Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
Sacramento River Ranch LLC 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located approximately 1,000 feet northeast of the Fremont Weir on 
County Road 107, near river mile (RM) 81.6. 
(Sacramento River, Yolo County, see Attachment A) 
 
 
4.0 – DESCRIPTION  
 
The applicant proposes to (1) remove an existing 24 inch steel pipe through the levee 
and landside levee slope previously permitted in Reclamation Board Permit 3501; (2) 
replace with a new 24 inch steel pipe; (3) restore the levee crown and landside levee 
slope, and (4) to authorize an existing electrical conduit serving the existing waterside 
slope slant pump.  
 
5.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The existing 24-inch diameter irrigation pipe to be removed is approximately 60 years 
old.  The pipe is located in the levee approximately 20-feet below the levee crown.  The 
new 24-inch diameter steel pipe will be routed up and over the levee so the invert of the 
new pipe will be above the design water surface elevation.  Installation of the new pipe 
will conform to all pertinent standards in Title 23, Section 123.   
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5.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
The 18-inch diameter steel replacement pipe will be buried in the waterside berm and 
the pump platform is existing therefore no hydraulic analysis is required. 
 
5.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
The scope of work for this project does not require a geotechnical analysis.  A 
geotechnical engineer will be onsite to observe and ensure backfilling operations are 
consistent with conditions in Permit 18679. 
 
 
6.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• Reclamation District No. 1600 endorsed this project on April 19, 2011 without 
conditions.  

 
• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 208.10 comment letter has not yet been 

received for this application.  Upon receipt of a favorable letter and review by 
Board staff the letter will be incorporated into the permit as Exhibit A. 

 
 
7.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA determination: 
 
Yolo County, as lead agency under CEQA, approved the project (Lang Encroachment 
Permit PW 2011-0083) on April 19, 2011 and determined that the project was 
categorically exempt under Class 2 (CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c)) covering 
replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving 
negligible or no expansion of capacity.   
 
The Board, acting as a responsible agency under CEQA, has reviewed the Yolo County 
determination and has independently determined that the project is exempt from CEQA 
Class 2 (CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c)) covering replacement or reconstruction of 
existing utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible or no expansion of capacity. 
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8.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 

 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by the 

executive officer, legal counsel, the Department or other parties that raise credible 
scientific issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control: 
 

The irrigation pipe was present prior to the adoption of the area into the State Plan of 
Flood Control.  Furthermore the new pipe will be buried above the design water 
surface elevation; therefore there will be no effect on the State Plan of Flood Control. 

 
4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 

in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 
 

There will be minimal effects to the pipe due to reasonable projected future events.  
Higher flows could require that the invert of the pipe be raised.  

 
 
9.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board determine the project to be exempt from CEQA, 
approve Permit No. 18657 conditioned upon receipt of a USACE 208.10 letter of 
determination confirming that the Corps has no objection to the project, and direct the 
Executive Officer to take necessary actions to execute the permit. 
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10.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 

A. Location Maps and Photos 
B. Draft Permit No. 18667 
C. Design Drawings 
D. District Endorsement 

 
 
Design Review:  Gary W. Lemon P.E. 
Environmental Review:  James Herota / Andrea Mauro 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Len Marino P.E. 
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